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Attendance
adds up

Students who attend school regularly
tend 1o have beuer auitudes wward
school—and they're more likely 10
read at grade level. Try 10 schedule
your chilels doctor and dentist appoint-
ments outside of school hours, Also, he
sure to create a baclap plan for getting
her 1o school il she misses the bus or
you cant drive her,

The importance of integrity
What would your youngster say il a
classmate asked him to chean? Talk
10 him about how to respond if hes
pressured 1o share answers or letoth-
crs copy his work. For example, he
could say. “Lets study 1ogether so we
bath do well,” or “T dom’t want 10 risk
gewing a zero,”

The average child with
a parent in the military
IIOVES every Lwo to
three years, Encourage your voungster
to introduce herseil to all new students.
Il you're a military lamily, comact your
school liaison oflicer and the school
counsclor about programs available to
help your child adjust.

Worth quoting
“All the world is a laboruory 10 the
inquiring mind.” Martin H. Fischer

I UST FOR FUN__

Q2 What has two legs but doesnt
walk?

Az A pair
ol pans!
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A great beginning

The story of your

childs school year is \
about 1o unfold. A strong
opening clapter will help
Lo sc the tone for a preal

year. Try these strategics

Introduce the

characters

Your youngsters
teacher will play an
important role in his life
this vear. Write hera
short note, and atach
a picture of your family,
You might mention vour
childs hobhies, lavorite
school subjects, and Tamily members’
names, Also, lind ot how the teacher
prefers to be comacted. Getting 10 know
cach other now will help you work
together in future “chapters.”

Get to know the setting

Invite your youngster to tell you abowm
his classroom, the library, and other places
at school. What decorations hang on the
willls? What books or games are on the
shelves? When possible. see lor yourself
by going 10 events like book fairs and

Routines that stick

Little habits make « big dillerence in
the kind of day vou and vour youngster
have. Here are things each of you could
do to create rowtines for smooth days.
Your child can: Make a picture chart
ol what she needs 10 do every morning,
alternoon, and evening. She might draw
alackpack as a reminder 1o show you
papers she brings home. A piciure ol a

You ean: Have her go to hed in time 1o get 9-11 hours of sleep and 1o cat a healthy
breaklast in the morning, Set aside dowmime after a busy day {perbaps 20 minwes
L when she gets home) so she'll be reeharged for homeworls, chores, and family tme ¥

math nights. fdea: Encourage him o draw
vou a picture ol his classroom o hang on
the refrigermor.

Enjoy the plot

Atend back-to-school night to lind
out what vour child will Iearn this year.
Then, plan family outings or activities
related 1o the wpics, 1 he'll siudy your
state’s histony: you could visit historie;
sites, Or il 1here’s @ plant unit, let him
help vou work in the garden or plam
seeds in pots, ¥
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violin could prompt her 1o practice her instrument
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practice asking for the pur-

ple or the green crayon

nicely. She could say, “May

1 use that when you're

done?” And you might

reply, “Sure, Tl give it ta
you as soon as | [inish col-
oring this dragon.”

Strengthen social
skills

School is more pleasant for everyone when
children share classroom materials and com-
promise to solve problems. Consider this
advice lor improving vour voungsters
social skills so she learns o getalong,
with others now and laer,

Practice sharing

Do activities with your child that require
sharing. For example, color together, andd let ber

Learn to compromise
Your youngster and her class-
manes may disagree on how 1o
approach a group project or a scicnue
experiment. Help her prepare by look-
ing for ways to find middle ground a
teesesasarasamesmsEsTIRISStenen, home. Say she and a sibling argue over whan book they'd like
; you 1o read at bedtime. They could take irns choosing a story
every other night or ask you 1o read one chapter rom cach
hook. Il they cant compromise, offer a suggestion like reading
a book you pick ¥

.
.
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Outdoor magic ¢y -
T used 10 play outside all the time smart mo“eY management

when 1 was liule, but my sons never A Q: We've staricd giving owr thind-grade daughicr a

N
lage

— 5

seem interested in leaving the house. small allowanee. How can we teach her to be
One day, while reminiscing with my sis- responsible with rer money?
ter about all the fun we had outdoors as |
kids, an idea struck me.

[ labeled a
in "Owt-
door [un”

A: Learning to manage moncy wisely will give your
voungster financial skills to use throughout her life.
Encourage her 1o write a budget for herscll.

She could fist inexpensive items she asks you
i or her, such as hair accessories or
and put it o buy for !‘L Hp e -
near the ® @ slime-making supplics. She can also include

‘ : ' something she wants to save up for and gifis
front door. : il ‘ .
Then, | Outdo shed like 10 buy others for birthdays and holidays. ‘

ked my b Ur? ‘ Help your daughter look up prices of the items. Then, she should decide how
o il it wich much money to save cach week, Consider letting her open & savings account, oo,

it wi : ‘e as she warches
m-ﬁ" i wich ; ; You can show her how to check the balance—she'll feel pride as she watches her
things 1o play with owside. They lound )
| savings grow ¥

a yo-yo, balls, a Frishee, a jump rope,
atl sidewalk chalk. 1 added @ magnily-
ing glass, a jar [or collecring rocks and

ather treasures, and a bucket and shovel l‘l‘Y Attention stretchers
for digging in the din

e L ) Boost your ® Ty this classic game that requires
Having this bin in PI“_'“_ sight reminds childs attention focus. You'll need three cups and a small
my sons how much fun it is w play out- span with these hands-on ideas that use oy like a plastic frog. While vour
side. 1love sceing them using their imag- 0 cryday materials: voungster watches, put the 1oy under
inations oudoors and getting excreise. ) - i one cup, Now slide the cups around for
And surprisingly, they're not asking for @ Create spitleruithe Hiye cverone 4 seconds, constantly mixing up their
sereen time as ofien. ¥ stand in a circle with one person halding

order. Can your child

tell you which cup
the 1oy is under?
Then, et him try

a ball of yarn. That person grasps
OUR PURPOSE one cndl of the yarn and 10sscs the
B prowviele busy pacems with practical ideas ball 10 any other player. Your

that promwte schaol success, parent involvemen , . g e
and muore effective parenting youngster must pay atiention

. 0 stmps you.
Resmurees for Lo aton so he'll be ready when the ball et For 4 bie
a division of CCH Incorporated comes his way Tass it hack ldea: Fora DIgECT
128 N Royal Avenue » From Roval, VA 22030 ) " challenge, increase
BO0- 3945052 » tlecustomer@woltessidus e oo and forth C"”“gh times, and the time : add
wwsaleonline com vour child will be delighted ¢ time or ac

145N 1540 T0h21 more L‘III)S.'
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by a giant web of varn!




